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The West End Day School Team
Robert Aitchison, B.F.A., Art Specialist

Andrew Barnes, Business Manager

Marielle Berger, M.S. Ed., Head Teacher

Marley Carhart, B.S. Ed., Co-Head Teacher

Carrie Catapano, L.C.S.W., Head of School

Jessica Chambers, M.A. Ed., Co-Education 
Head

Sara DiBona, Development &

Marketing Associate

Vanessa Fiasconaro, M.S. Ed., Head Teacher

Erika Flerx, M.S. Ed., Co-Head Teacher

Liza Gershan, L.M.S.W., Social Worker

Jennifer Gibson, School Secretary & 
Receptionist

Casey Halper, M.S., OTR, Occupational 
Therapist

Emma Henry, B.A. Ed., Associate Teacher

Jack Henson, H.N.D.UK, Music Specialist

Leon Hoffman, M.D., Psychiatrist/
Psychoanalyst

Katy Jenkins, M.S. Ed., Co-Education Head

Brett Kassel, M.P.S. Ed., Head Teacher

Remy Kaufman, M.B.S., Ed. Associate 
Teacher

Brendan Kelly, M.S. PE, Physical Education 
Specialist

Eric J. Sheridan
Chairperson

Carrie Catapano

Luis A. Miranda, Jr.
Trustee Emeritus

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Keith L. Krasney
Treasurer

Walter Drobenko, Esq.

Ryan M. Stark

Emily Pennington Boucher
Secretary

Albina Miller

Debbie Zlotowitz

Greg Kinsey, M.A., Technology Specialist

Madeleine McGowan, B.S. Ed., Associate 
Teacher

Sharon Michilovich, M.B.S., Ed. Associate 
Teacher

Katie O’Keife, L.M.S.W., Group Social 
Worker

Abigail Page Moore, M.S., CCC-SLP, 
Speech-Language Pathologist

Courtney Moss, M.S. Ed., Head Teacher

Florence Perry, Bookkeeper & Payroll 
Manager

Katherine Pile-Spellman, M.S. Ed., Associate 
Teacher

Melissa Putterman, M.S., OTR,  
Occupational Therapist

Kate Richard, M.S. Ed., Head Teacher

Felix Rosa, Building Custodian

Alyson Rumley, M.S., CCC-SLP, Senior 
Speech-Language Pathologist

Emily Silverstein, M.S.W., Social Worker 

Jenna Stogsdill, L.C.S.W., Head Social 
Worker

Jennifer Greene Susser, L.C.S.W.,  
Admissions Head

Juan Vernaza, Handyman

Emma Yovanoff, L.C.S.W., Social Worker



At West End Day, we know that educating children—especially children who have 
vulnerabilities—is a big job. We also know that there is no greater opportunity. 
Our 30 years of educational success starts with the deeply-rooted belief that when 
you work hard to understand and accept each child’s unique way of thinking and 
feeling, amazing things follow. Our approach not only helps our children recognize 
their distinct (and amazing!) differences, but it empowers them to celebrate them. 

The high value we place on inspiring our students to embrace and celebrate their 
differences is nothing new for us. Since our inception 
in 1985, a vast component of our philosophy has been 
to instill acceptance, tolerance, and compassion in our 
children, as well as their peers and the world around 
them. Bringing these principles to life through art in 
our Annual Art Exhibit and our Winter Sing was 
certainly a highlight for me.

West End Day School continues to be so much “more 
than a school,” and I continue to be so very proud 
and thankful for our faculty who understands how to 
set high academic standards while providing a safe 
haven for our students.  
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our donors

for championing for us as we embark upon a capital campaign to revitalize our 
entire school. It is their strong commitment that has given us the opportunity to 
initiate our biggest plans yet. 

And last, but never ever least, I would like to thank our extraordinary students who 
are both resilient and brave and who could teach us all a thing or two about being 
generous, open, and kind. Every day I’m in awe of their smarts and their spirit. 
Thank you all for being a part of the West End Day family. 

Sincerely,

Carrie Catapano, LCSW
Head of School

Message from Head of School



Our Mission Statement

WEST END DAY IS “MORE THAN A SCHOOL”
it is a community of students, staff and parents who have a 

shared vision. We create a safe haven for learning, strive to be 
a trusted partner for parents and foster the development of 
resiliency in children to build a strong foundation for their 

lifelong success. 

TOGETHER WE:
Establish an individualized and challenging educational 
program that supports our bright students and their unique 
learning styles.

 Cultivate our students’ inner strengths by recognizing the 
impact emotions have on learning.

Provide a flexible atmosphere, where children feel 
comfortable meeting high expectations.

Promote, nurture and engage relationships, because they are 
central to our well-being.

Ensure that families feel valued, supported and understood.





Celebrating 
the Beauty of 
Acceptance 
Through Art & 
Language 
This year, West End Day School celebrated 
“Acceptance Through Art and Language” 
in its Annual Art Exhibit. The students 
explored the diversity within their own 
communities, using the inclusive ideas and 
sentiments of famous thinkers as their 
starting point.  

Classes created art projects that focused 
on coexistence in a world full of 
differences. They chose quotes from 
historical figures that demonstrated 
acceptance of ourselves on an individual 
level and the acceptance of others. 
Recognizing the unique strengths of our students, each child had the choice to interpret 
the quote verbally, using art, or through building. Then the students created visual 
representations of their chosen quotes. 

Younger classes created beautiful 
snowflakes using words that 
characterized diversity and also created 
three-dimensional winter scenes 
depicting diversity using unique shapes, 
textures and styles. 

The exhibit was brimming with beautiful 
artwork, poetic writings, inspiration, 
and admiration; with all of it stemming 
from one word: acceptance. 



West End Day School continued to explore the idea 
of acceptance, this time musically, in this year’s 
Winter Sing entitled “Promoting Acceptance 
through Music.” 

Our music teacher, Mr. Schatz, selected songs that 
incorporated ideas of inclusiveness and 
togetherness. Our students also put their art skills to
use, creating an inspirational backdrop for the show. 

“If You Want to Sing Out, Sing Out,” by Cat Stevens 
was celebrated by our younger students as an 
anthem of individuality, encouraging them to follow 
their own path in life and letting them know that 
there are opportunities to do so everywhere.

Our older classes performed “Your Song,” by Elton 
John, to promote togetherness 

through music. The full WEDS Chorus sang “Home,” by Phillip Phillips, bringing its 
message of inclusiveness and support to life. 

The Winter Sing closed with the entire school performing “Let it Be” by the Beatles. This 
renowned song spoke perfectly to our theme of acceptance for an audience that was both 
captivated and delighted! 

Singing our 
Praises for 
Acceptance 
through Music 



At WEDS, we believe in nurturing our children’s 
sense of goodwill and when Thanksgiving came 
around, we thought it would be the perfect 
opportunity to put our philosophy into action. So 
we traded in our traditional Thanksgiving Feast 
and started our very first Community Thankfulness 
Day, where we joined together to give back to the 
larger New York City Community.

Our students, staff, and parents teamed up 
with the organization Family-to-Family, and 
worked with them to make Birthday Bags for 
less fortunate children. Each Birthday Bag was 
decorated and filled with toys, books, 
birthday cake supplies, and thoughtful cards. 

That’s not where the giving stopped either. 
Feeling inspired to do more to give back, we 
also teamed up with Post Card Pick-Me-Up 
and sent encouraging postcards to both 
terminally ill and eldery patients. Our oldest 
class also hosted a food drive for City 
Harvest.

The spirit of giving back spread throughout our community. That feeling really hit home 
when community members that they helped shared their love and support of  West End 
Day School with their very own #UNselfie. 

The day was so meaningful for the entire community, we declared Community 
Thankfulness Day a new tradition for WEDS! 

Inspiring our 
Community 
through Giving



Here at WEDS, we embrace not just teaching our students about the electoral process, 
but also making them an active part of it. That’s why, every four years, we follow the 
electoral process to vote for West End Day School’s mascot. 

The Eagle, our incumbent mascot, ran against the challenger, the Leopard. In a close race, 
our students voted for…the Leopard! We were proud of their decision to elect the 
Leopard as our school representative due to its qualities of uniqueness, adaptability, 
strength—and for being  rare and endangered.  

For WEDS, the 2016 election was cause for great celebration! We’ll have to see if the 
Leopard delivers! 

Election of 2016: The Winner is in!



This year, our talented students outdid 
themselves with the production of The 
Lion King. Through acting, music, and art, 
our students reveled in the classic show’s 
messages of: accepting who you are, the 
importance of being part of a pack, moving on from your past, and one of our favorites: 
that your parents have an influence on you! 

Our celebrated play director, Ms. 
Fiasconaro, led the production along with 
Ms. Carhart, Ms. Stogsdill, Mr. Schatz, 
and Mr. Robert. In addition to developing 
their characters and performing their 
songs, the students created the 
backdrops and props to bring the African 
Savannah to life. Each class had a vital 
role in making this production come alive. 
The ensemble received at least three 
standing ovations and of course, Ms. Cat 
declared it (and meant it) the best 
production in WEDS history! 

Hakuna Matata at 
WEDS



When our Giving Tree grows,
our children blossom 

We are so thankful for the support West End Day School receives 
each year from our generous community of families, alumni, 

trustees, faculty, and friends. It is because of all of you that our 
Giving Tree continues to flourish each year and is fuller than ever! 

Thank you all for your tremendous support. 

ANNUAL FUND

GOLD LEAVES $5,000

Amy and Chris Gilbert
Ron and Sarah Collins

TRUNK $20,000
Deirdre and Matthew Miller

Amanda and Gregory Robbins
Greg Kennedy and Victoria Reese

Kristin Peta

BRANCHES $7,500
Eric Sheridan and Trish Jackson

SILVER LEAVES $2,500
Jon and Rachel Lowy
Jeanette Kallan Roth

George Tasolides and Beth Jurewicz

GREEN LEAVES $500
Ivan Ciment and Karen Heilig

Ann Dustman
David and Kimberly Nastro

Karen and Daren Orzechowski
Susan Ramer and Mark Coleman

Debbie Zlotowitz and Rick Greenberg

BRONZE LEAVES $1,000
Julia Belladonna and Scott Hirsch
David Clark and Caitlin Thomas

Maria Grazia Bruschi and Guido Mosca
Stefan Geiringer

Sloane Lederer and Lucius Palmer
Sandra Seligman
Glenda Shasho

Rich and Cindy Sher
Vincenzo and Anita Turano

Law Office of Regina Skyer and 
Associates



FRIENDS OF WEDS FLOWER

UP TO $499

Johanna Anastasi

Kimberly Ball

Marine and Scott Black

Elise Bernhardt and Tony 

Giovannetti

Susan and Joseph Ceccarelli

Jean Clarkson

Nancy Walbridge Collins

John Curry and Linda Guzzo

Nancy and Geoffrey Davenport

Kathy Hanaway and Paul Sanson

Herman and Gail Jakubowski

Myron and Karen Jenkins

Karen Koenig

Keith and Megan Krasney

Robert and Dorotha Kresko

Karen and Stew Lantner

Barbara LaVallee

Law Office of Neal Rosenberg

Cookie and Bob Leaf

Tom and Beth Lowy

Sheryl and Kevin Lupowitz

Molly McEnery

Albina Miller

Joan and Martin Myers

Jane and Ken Newman

Kerrie and Stan Orzechowski

Heidi O’Sullivan

Florence Perry

Daria and Rob Rickett

Anne Riskin

Cynthia Rodriguez

David Sherwood, PhD.

Adele Ursone and George 

Matterson

GIFTS-IN-KIND

Susan Ceccarelli

Dave Yoon

UNRESTRICTED GIFTS

261 Tenants Apartment Corp. 

EarthShare

Eric Sheridan and Trish Jackson

Dr. Judith Huizenga

PayPal



We have imagined the possibilities for our future, and we have a master plan to make our 
school environment the best it can be for our children.  

WE’RE STARTING FROM THE GROUND UP. Our first phase includes the expansion of our 
ground floor classrooms. The new spaces will boast more space for individualized learning 
and play, plus plenty of sunshine to keep the mood bright. 

WE WON’T STOP THERE. Our balcony 
classrooms will also be redesigned with 
enclosures that will make for beautiful, 
innovative, and calming classroom spaces. 
There will be more room—and more 
light—for our already bright students. 

THEN, THE PLACES WHERE WE COME 

TOGETHER WILL COME TOGETHER. 
Our master plan includes redesigning all of 
our floors to accommodate our growth. 
Updates also include modernizing our auditorium, physical education space, and roof.  

THE FINISHING TOUCHES. Once we dramatically improve all five of our floors, it will 
make our exterior shine brighter than ever. Our final phases will include re-facing our 
entire front so our home is complete. 

Classroom 
Transformations: 
Setting the Scene 
for Successful 
Learning 



Our Spring Benefit is always a remarkable evening, and this year did not disappoint. Our 
venue was in the heart of the trendy Meatpacking District at the stunning and spacious 
FIG & OLIVE. We spent the evening celebrating the incredible transformations and 
achievements we’ve made throughout the years—both for our students and our larger 
community. 

The room was buzzing as we unveiled our 
master plan for our biggest transformation 
yet. With the start of our capital campaign, 
“Classroom Transformation: Setting the 
Scene for Successful Learning,” we will be 
transforming (and brightening!) our 
classroom spaces. “Together We” raised a 
gross total of $130,583 towards our plans. 
We are endlessly grateful for the 
commitment and generosity of our 
community of faculty, board, alumni and 
friends on this night—and every other day 
throughout the year.

A Transformational Night



2017 BENEFIT COMMITTEE

Sloane Lederer, Co-Chair       

Sheryl Lupowitz, Co-Chair

Lisa Frohlich, Journal Chair

Stephanie Bloom

Susan Ceccarelli

Erin Hussein

Trish Jackson

Karen Koenig

Karen Orzechowski

Cindy Sher

Richard Sher



Benefit Donors

FUND-A-WISH
Michael and Erica Barrish
Amanda Behan
Stephanie Bloom
Maria Bruschi and Guido Mosca 
Susan and Joseph Ceccarelli
Jessica and Dennis Chambers 
Alice Davenport
Angela Dirks and Ronald Dooley
David and Elizabeth Dishman
Ann Doyle and Michael Schmitt
Amy Egger and James Kaplan
Lisa and Steven Frohlich 
Amy and Chris Gilbert
Erin and Samir Hussein 
Katy and Greg Jenkins 
Beth Jurewicz and George 
Tasolides 
Gregory Kennedy and Victoria 
Reese 
Keith Krasney 
Barbara LaVallee 
Sloane Lederer and Lucius Palmer 
Sheryl and Kevin Lupowitz 
Alison Muney and Elise Keppler
Karen and Daren Orzechowski
Malee Sebag
Glenda Shasho 
Cindy and Rich Sher
Eric Sheridan and Patricia Jackson 
Celeste Sisson
Ryan and Emily Stark
Elyse Stringer
Catherine Weese and Nick Giusti 

TICKET SPONSORSHIP
Maria Bruschi and Guido Mosca
Susan and Joseph Ceccarelli
Angela Dirks and Ronald Dooley
Amy and Chris Gilbert
Ann Dustman
Beth Jurewicz and George 
Tasolides
Jeanette Kallan Roth
Greg Kennedy and Victoria Reese
Barbara LaVallee 
Sloane Lederer and Lucius Palmer 
Sheryl and Kevin Lupowitz 
Deirdre and Matthew Miller
Nicole Miller
Jane and Ken Newman 
Karen and Daren Orzechowski
A. Wright and Anna Maria Palmer
Kristin and Doug Peta
Amanda and Gregory Robbins
Erica and Brian Schierman
Glenda Shasho
Richard and Cindy Sher
Eric Sheridan and Patricia Jackson
Alex and Barbie Silverman
Ryan and Emily Stark
Catherine Weese and Nick Giusti



Benefit Donors

BENEFIT DONATIONS
Kunel Bose
Ann Dustman
Assaf Harlap
Besty Jablow and Robin Hall
Robert Kresko
Anne Lederer
Sandra Seligman
Anita and Vincenzo Turano
Caroline Turner

BENEFIT CONTRIBUTORS
Kristina Achilarre
Michael and Erica Barrish
Maria Bruschi and Guido Mosca 
Susan and Joseph Ceccarelli
Ivan Ciment and Karen Heilig
Ron and Sarah Collins
John Curry and Linda Guzzo
Alice Davenport
David and Elizabeth Dishman
Lisa and Steven Frohlich
Erin and Samir Hussein
Ariel and David Ingber
Jeanette Kallan Roth
Gregory Kennedy and Victoria 
Reese
Elise Keppler and Alison Muney
Karen Koenig
Barbara LaVallee
Sloane Lederer and Lucius Palmer
Jon and Rachel Lowy
Nicole Miller
Luis A. Miranda, Jr. 
Allan and Liat Myers
Karen and Daren Orzechowski
A. Wright and Anna Maria Palmer
Kristin and Doug Peta
Tim Rapp
Amanda and Gregory Robbins
Cindy and Rich Sher

Erica and Brian Schierman
Ethan and Deborah Semmel
Glenda Shasho
Eric Sheridan and Trish Jackson
Eylse Stringer
Jean Stutz
George Tasolides and Beth 
Jurewicz
Anita and Vincenzo Turano
Catherine Weese and Nick Giusti



Benefit Donors

BENEFIT GIFTS-IN-KIND
92nd Street Y May Center for 
Health, Fitness and Sport 
American Museum of Natural 
History
Jon Baker
Erica Barrish
Beacon Hotel
Bikram Yoga NYC
Bowlmor Chelsea Piers
Christman’s Windham House
CLEAR
Disney
Elite Island Resorts Caribbean
Equinox
Fly Wheel
Rachel Gildea
Gold Mine Jewelers
Golden Ram Imports
Haven’s Kitchen
Hotel Elysee
Jane Mogel Interior Design
JCC Manhattan
JetBlue Airways
JF Gymnastique Luxury 
Wellness
Johanna Vargas Salon
Lora La Von Dole
Lisa K Design

McKay Williamson
Nicole and Jason Miller
Luis A. Miranda, Jr.
Allan and Liat Myers
New Victory Theater
New York City Children’s 
Theater
Rizzoli
Shake Shack
Cindy and Rich Sher
Soul Cycle
Ryan and Emily Stark
Tailwind Endurance
WCS Education
Westville
Windsor Wine Ship

JOURNAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
Gigi and Shahrokh Arjomand
Austin and Co.
Stephanie Bloom
Blick Art Materials
Emily Boucher
Susan and Joseph Ceccarelli
Clayton and Nichole Cheek
Ivan Ciment and Karen 
Heilig
Ron and Sarah Collins
Lori Cooper
John Curry and Linda Guzzo

Nancy and Geoff Davenport
Ann Dustman
Lisa and Steven Frohlich
Phyllis and William Frohlich
Joseph and Jill Gall
Erin and Samir Hussein
Ariel and David Ingber
Greg Kennedy and Victoria 
Reese
Elise Keppler and Alison 
Muney
Miriam and Robert Kerson
Robert Kresko
Karen Koenig
Keith Krasney
Barbara LaVallee
Law Office of Adam Dayan
Law Office of Tracey Spencer 
Walsh

Law Office of Neal H. Rosen-
berg
Law Office of Regina Skyer 
and Associates, LLP
Sloane Lederer and Lucius 
Palmer
Adam Libow



Benefit Donors

Rachel and Jon Lowy
Sheryl and Kevin Lupowitz
Michael Schmitt Architecture
Albina Miller
Deirdre and Matthew Miller
Nicole and Jason Miller
Luis A. Miranda, Jr.
Joan and Martin Myers
Jane and Ken Newman
Doug and Kristin Peta
Lenore Pretteruti
Timothy Rapp
Debbie and Ethan Semmel
Eric Sheridan and Trish 
Jackson
Alex and Barbie Silverman
Ryan and Emily Stark
Blu Toth
Anita and Vincenzo Turano
The Sherkow Center for Child 
Development and Autism 
Specturm
Catherine Weese and Nick 
Giusti
Debbie Zlotowitz

STAFF CONTRIBUTIONS
Robert Aitchison
Andrew Barnes
Mairelle Berger
Marley Carhart
Carrie Catapano
Jessica Chambers
Sara DiBona
Vanessa Fiasconaro
Erika Flerx
Liza Gershen

Jennifer Gibson
Kara Henderson
Emma Henry
Katy Jenkins
Lisa Karlin
Brett Kassel 
Remy Kaufman
Brendan Kelly
Greg Kinsey
Madeline McGowan

Sharon Michilovich
Abigail Moore
Courtney Moss
Katherine Pile-Spell-
man
Florence Perry
Kate Richard
Felix Rosa
Alyson Rumley
Emily Silverstein
Jenna Stogsdill
Jennifer Susser
Juan Veraza
Emma Yovanoff

We gratefully acknowledge the donors who have supported West End Day School with gifts 
received between July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017. Every effort has been made to include each 

person or organization who contributed to West End Day School during this period. If a name 
has been omitted or listed incorrectly, please accept our apologies and notify the Development 

office at development@westenddayschool.org or call 212.873.5708, ext. 329.



more than

a school


